The intent of Oz magazine is to promote exemplary architecture and environmental design while stimulating thought and discussion among its readers . As editors, we realized the theme of Oz must be a topic of interest to the student and practitioner, as well as our increasingly diverse readership.
House seemed to be the perfect theme as it is a universally intriguing and expressive form of architecture. Students, practitioners, and almost anyone, including those not of the design professions, could find interest in this most common and familiar environment.
Volume 5 is a selection of writings focusing on the theme house and more importantly, on the primary concern of environmental design-that of making special places for people. Like houses, these special places are rich in meaning to the user and observer. It is our intent that this collection of articles will encourage discussion and insight into the making of houses and other special places.
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